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By Lou Morsch

2024 VMSA COMMITTEE

Three months into
another year and time
ticks by so quickly it
seems. Summer is over
and our first tournament
» in Bairnsdale is done and

|

and dusted. Autumn Pennant season is
well under way as well with the
competition again adopting the East and
West model . The number of teams
competing seems to have stabilised and
the new format seems to have been met
with approval. However, we are still
looking for greater participation to
improve the strength of the competition
in general.

A major tournament change to note is the
Masters/Juniors tournament which will be
conducted for the first time on just one
day. It is now on Saturday the 25th May
only. The change to a single day event is
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UPCOMING TOURNAMENTS 2024

Vic Champs - Dromana Apr 12-14
Masters Juniors — Westerfolds ~ May 25
Corio Individual July 19-21
Aust Champs — Canberra Sept 2-13
Squash.com.au Ballarat Nov 22-24

the result of a review of the tournament
itself and how we can best suit the needs
of participants. We hope to attract more
juniors who only have to commit to a
single day event. The same great awards
and sponsorships will be offered as usual
by all of our great sponsors. The entry
form is available right now so enter early
to avoid disappointment. Please also take
note of my new mobile phone number
should you need to contact me for any
reason. It's 0448 117231.

Keep squashing, encourage others to play
and promote Masters squash. It's a great
social activity and a great way to make
new friends.

Your Prez

LINK TO ENTER VIC CHAMPIONSHIPS IN DROMANA
https://vmsasquash.com.au/members-login

TOURNAMENT BADGES

Elena Morano
50+ Tournaments

Michael Walker
25+ Tournament

58066506650668060

A note from Sue Moses
d regarding her
experiences at VMSA
tournaments

It's a few years since I've played in a
masters squash tournament and
nothing has changed (maybe a few
more grey hairs, and scars that
suggest a knee replacement here and
there). A few new faces and a few
missing that are sadly missed. It was

like coming home - these are
my people, where there is no
judgement because we are all
here for one reason. To have

fun, on the court, on the dance
floor, having a meal and a bevy,
having a chat, laughing, crying and
sharing.

Thanks Bairnsdale for a great
location with beyond friendly
volunteers and great food at the
courts that was priced to barely
cover the cost of the wrapping. So
what a great weekend. My squash
hasn’t improved but the experience
was better than ever. | can only feel
sorry for anyone who hasn’t
experienced the comradery of VMSA.
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Leaving Melbourne and heading to Bairnsdale is always my ultimate road trip, with my car
packed, tournament organised, players and partners on their way to have a great weekend,
we certainly did that part well. A new addition to our tournament style was the introduction on
the Masters/ Juniors format but on this occasion, there were only master’s players. Players

embraced the format well by all accounts given.

We really had a fantastic night at the Wy Yung Pub which is under new owners plus a renovation and with
great food, what else can we ask for.

There were some fantastic matches played and so many competitive matches, but courts never ran over
time at this tournament because it was a timed format and if you read my previous correspondence you
would know that this tournament is played with 2 players per team each playing 20 min including warm up
and played over 1 hour time slots with 5 min warm up and 15 min play open scoring, then the 3@ part 20
min is the doubles component totalling 1 hour. We had six divisions, two person teams and five teams per
section, it was a struggle to get people there on time to start but that sorted itself out as the weekend went
on.

A special mention to the Carl Freshwater and his team for trying to find fill-ins to get us balanced again
and to Peter Bassett who was on his phone calling everyone, so thanks for that effort. Finally, thanks to
Mark Ascoli for manning the whistle and handing out eye-ware for the whole weekend. It was a fabulous
effort by Mark.

As | mentioned, our Dinner Dance ended up at the Wy Yung Pub, generally | don't really have any
comments about the food because it is what it is, but what the pub achieved was surprisingly fabulous.
People made many comments to me about that so | guess we will have to head back there again. Huge
thanks to Gillick’s Bus Lines for their support and getting us to and from the pub. We appreciate the
support. The Jimmy’s (Band), let me say James (lead singer) you really put on a special treat for us, the
dance floor was flat chat all night which reflects on great music being played. | think we wore James out,
but he hung in there - a fantastic effort James.

| had the honour of handing out two tournament badges in Bairnsdale. A huge congratulations to those
people, well deserved indeed.

Elena Moreno 50+ Tournament Badge
Michael Walker 25+ Tournament Badge

To our new players (VMSA Virgins) Paul Jonkers, Jeff Stewart, Andrew Meridith (who finally has turned
35), thank you for being a part of the tournament | hope you all had a great time. Please try to play other
tournaments outside your local area as building great tournaments is a healthy environment for all.

Thanks to all the people who travelled from everywhere to attend the tournament, for example Garry Irwin
(NSW), Jeff Stewart (Swan Hill).

To Carl and his committee, | want to thank you for the endless support and commitment you gave the
VMSA you all did a fantastic job to make our experience memorable to say the least. A special thanks to
Mark Edgley who donated a racquet for the raffle. Thanks Mark, that was very kind indeed. Thanks to Carl
for organising the Gin Tasting and the gin bottes used for trophies, the vouchers for the hot springs and of
course your newly arrived stubby holders - fantastic products.

To everyone who attended the tournament a big thank you, and thanks to the raffle girls for giving their
time to sell the tickets. Thanks to Ally and Gary for building the raffle prizes which looked fantastic.

As always thanks to Pam, Helen for your support behind the desk everyone has found a place which is
great. Thanks to Michelle for all the work she does collecting payments and organising everyone for the
bus and dinner table settings.

Thanks for supporting Masters Squash see you at Dromana 12-14 April 2024.

My Pleasure Darren O’Neill.
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Presentations - VMSA BAIRNSDALE TEAMS EVENT 2024

Event Award Awarded to
(1) SECTION 1 Winner ANTHONY MORRIS Bairnsdale
MARK EDGLEY MSAC
Runner up GARRY IRWIN Bairnsdale
CARL FRESHWATER NSW
(2) SECTION 2 Winner ANDREW CURWOOD Ballarat
ROGER CHILD Squash Melb
Runner up MICHAEL WALKER Corio
JANINE EEDY Mulgrave
(3) SECTION 3 Winner DAVID SHAY Werribee
JIM HOWARD Westerfolds
Runner up STEPEHEN SPEHAR Bairnsdale
PETER BASSETT Maffra
(4) SECTION 4 Winner CLEM VINEY Squash Logic
ROD WILSON Rod's Toys
Runner up DAN KORN Fitzpatricks
ALLISON DOUGLAS MCC
(5) SECTION 5 Winner JACKIE BANNON Nurse Jackie
LYNETTE WOODYARD Squash Logic
Runner up GEOFF MORLEY Sale
PAUL FROST Ballarat
(6) SECTION 6 Winner VIC STAFFORD Brighton
ELENA MORENO Squash Logic
Runner Up KAREN THOMPSON

HELEN LOCOCO Squash Logic

SALIMNG.

Masfers
L2 Juniors

Champs

@ squash.com.au
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BAIRNSDALE DINNER DANCE
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COURT ACTION




A BLAST FROM THE PAST

There are many familiar faces amount these articles from
2012 Bairnsdale local paper. (Above and left).

Some photos which may appear in 2024’s edition. (Below)



https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900992798485580&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900993108485549&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900994141818779&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900994898485370&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900995641818629&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900996268485233&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900996745151852&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900996108485249&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900996841818509&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900997591818434&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900994968485363&set=a.901000938484766
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=900993695152157&set=a.901000938484766

Benalla’s Courts 4 Sports Project Update

As many of you know, the squash community has been pushing for 14 years to get more squash courts
built in Benalla. Many of you wonderful people have helped along the way and been interested in how
Courts 4 Sports has been progressing.

Beginning in 2010 the Benalla Squash & Racquetball Association was formed to get more courts built in
Benalla. Soon after we got community support and support from the wider squash community and the
local council was also in support. Within a few years the community and Benalla Rural City Council had
decided that the best site for these courts would be at the Benalla Indoor Recreation Centre (BIRC) as a
part of it's redevelopment. Redevelopment of BIRC with squash courts built in it was written in to the
Benalla Rural City Council’s “Recreation Strategic Plan, 2015”. Same was also written in to the Council’s
“Council Plan 2017-2021" and again in the “Council Plan 2021-2025".

In 2017 Council allocated $10,000 to progress the project and the “Benalla Rural City, Benalla Indoor
Recreation Centre Master Plan” was published in 2019, which had concept plans and costings for the
redevelopment that included 6 squash courts.

In 2022 the Labour Government pledged $15 million towards the BIRC redevelopment project which
included our 6 new squash courts.

So all was set to go; the support was there, the plans were there, the money was provided.

Recently the Benalla Rural City Council not only announced that the BIRC may not be the site of the
redevelopment, but the new Indoor Sporting Stadium that the $15 million will be used to build may not
necessarily have squash courts included in it at all. They say that community consultation now needs to
be sought to decide what is included in the new Stadium.

Not surprisingly we are very annoyed and exceedingly frustrated that after all these years of effort and
being promised 6 squash courts as a ‘priority project” our Council now tell us that there is no assurance
squash courts will even be built. We see this as a major backward step that we now have to canvass the
Council to convince them squash courts need to be built, after all these years of being promised them.

Be that as it may, we cannot seem to get the Council to assure us of courts and figure that the best way to
convince council to include them is by a good old fashioned petition.

So we appeal to you and all of the squash community to sign our petition to get our 6 squash courts built
in Benalla.

Below you will find a QR code that will take you to our on-line petition.

Or you may prefer to use the following link: https://www.change.org/Courts4Sports

We would be delighted if you go to this site, but please ignore the inevitable advertising that comes along
with it and just do the electronic sign in. Also feel free to pass on these details to anyone and everyone to
help us in our cause by signing our petition. It is free, so once again, ignore the advertising and the
‘opportunity’ to make a donation etc. Your vote will count if you do nothing else than just sign it
electronically. Please share it to others though.

The council will decide after the end of March what is going to be included in the new stadium, so please
get on to this straight away as there is some urgency. Please hurry up and sign and share and pass on
the word so we can get as many signatures as possible.

Thank you.

Benalla Squash & Racquetball Association and Benalla Squash Club



Vale Chris “Furry” Fuhrmeister

It is with huge regret that our friend Chris Fuhrmeister was taken from us on February 8" this year. He leaves behind
his wife Dianne, three daughters Brooke, Erin and Hannah, five grandchildren and countless friends. You couldn’t be
his friend without admiring him. In fact, you couldn’t even know him without some admiration for him. Ask anyone
to describe him and invariably the word “fun’” would appear in the explanation.

Affectionately known as Furry, well known and respected and perhaps should have been known as the ‘funmeister’.
He brought people together, a delight to be around and created fun in a social setting for those fortunate enough to
be in his company. As was one of his mottos, he could make something out of nothing; especially fun. He made
normal things special. He was non-judgmental, accepted all and made them feel welcome. He liked music and
dancing and who could forget his standard uniform of the bright and colourful Hawaiian-style shirts.

His early life was lived in the outer suburbs of Melbourne, later to have a cattle farm near Geelong. He didn’t start
playing squash until his early adult years in 1974 but it became his passion. A few years later he and Dianne got
married. Moving to Lakes Entrance he bought the squash courts there in 1990. He ran the courts for 30 years and
also took up racquetball somewhere along the way. He promoted these sports tirelessly over the years. He sold the
courts in 2021 —the end of an era.

He ran the Lakes Classic tournament for almost 30 years and later created the ‘Funament’ tournament as a
fundraiser for prostate cancer research. He assisted others in squash and racquetball wherever and whenever he
could. He often managed to fill a minibus with participants for the Maffra tournament, most of them junior players.
Don’t know how many Hopman Cup teams he gathered together and competed in, but the highlight was his East
Gippsland team winning Division 1, Hopman Cup in 2017.

He was a role model for many; on the court, behind the court and away from the court. He impacted and touched
other people’s lives and always in a positive way. He was influential. People wanted to know him, people wanted

him to know them. They wanted people to know they knew him and that he knew them. He was a role model for

many.

Some people like to say someone is ‘larger than life’, that is a bit cliché, Furry is a bit too humble for that. More to
say he lived a normal life, but lived it large! He lived his life his way, and all around him liked the way he lived it and
were happy to be a part of it.

Sadly he died at 68 years old, far too early for someone who had so much to give. He did not get to have a ‘five
setter’, his match may have only gone to four, but he won and he played it well.

Our condolences go out to all his family on losing such a well regarded man. He is and will continue to be missed.
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